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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus is provided that includes a wave generator,
plurality of transducers and processing device. The wave
generator may be configured to simultaneously generate a
plurality of acoustic waves that propagate through a laminate
along a plurality of in-plane directions. The transducers may
be spaced apart from one another and positionable at one or
more known distances from the wave generator along respec-
tive in-plane directions. The transducers may be configured to
detect acoustic waves propagating through the laminate along
the respective in-plane directions. The processing device may
be coupled to the transducers and configured to simulta-
neously calculate a plurality of elastic constants of the lami-
nate as a function of velocities of the acoustic waves detected
by the transducers. And the processing device may be con-
figured to calculate the velocities as a function of the known
distance(s) and arrival times of the acoustic waves at the
transducers.

20 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
APPARATUS AND A METHOD FOR
MEASURING IN-PLANE ELASTIC
CONSTANTS FOR A LAMINATE

TECHNOLOGICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to nondestructive
testing and, in particular, to determining one or more in-plane
elastic constants for a laminate plate or plate-like structure.

BACKGROUND

In a variety of mechanical or structural devices or assem-
blies including, for example, aircraft, spacecraft and other
types of vehicles or vessels; buildings; bridges and other
structures, it is frequently desired to be able to determine
material properties or changes in material properties of a
given part. The design and safe operation of a part depends on
having particular properties at particular orientations or loca-
tions in the part. Further, any changes in material properties
may be indicative of degradation of the part. For example,
material stiffness may be an important parameter affecting
the performance of a structure. While structures may be
designed based on a known initial stiffness of the materials
making up the structure, various factors may cause the mate-
rials to lose stiffness.

Stress, fatigue and environmental attack such as thermal
and/or oxidation processes are just a few of the mechanisms
by which a material may be degraded in terms of material
stiffness. Fiber/matrix composite materials may be particu-
larly susceptible to stiffness degradation, chiefly through a
process known as micro-cracking in which microscopic
cracks may develop in the matrix material that binds the fibers
together. Such micro-cracking may cause deleterious
changes in mechanical properties, stress concentration, and
redistribution within the composite material, which in turn
may lead to performance degradation, delamination, and fiber
damage.

It may be important to quantitatively determine material
properties of a plate such as a composite laminate plate along
an in-plane direction of the plate, such as to determine its
condition at manufacture and/or in-service.

Therefore, it may be desirable to have an apparatus and
method that takes into account at least some of the issues
discussed above, as well as possibly other issues.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Example implementations of the present disclosure are
generally directed to an apparatus and method for measuring
in-plane elastic constants of a generally orthotropic mono-
lithic or composite laminate such as a continuous fiber rein-
forced composite lamina or thin laminate. The apparatus and
method of one example may use a laser-generated ultrasound
source and a single sample, and may involve the measure-
ments of in-plane longitudinal and transverse wave velocities
in three directions simultaneously. The measured in-plane
velocities may in turn be algorithmically related to one or
more elastic constants such as Young’s modulus, Poisson’s
ratio and shear modulus in two orthogonal directions.
Example implementations of the present disclosure may pro-
vide a rapid and cost-effective means to obtain elastic prop-
erties of generally-orthotropic composites and enables in-situ
monitoring of material degradation in composite structures.

According to one aspect of example implementations, the
apparatus includes a wave generator, plurality of transducers
and processing device. The wave generator may be config-
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2

ured to simultaneously generate a plurality of acoustic waves
that propagate through a laminate along a plurality of in-plane
directions. In one example, the wave generator may include a
target inducible to generate ultrasonic waves by an energy
source configured to direct a pulse onto the target. In one
example, the energy source may be an ultrasonic transducer.

The transducers may be spaced apart from one another and
positionable at one or more known distances from the wave
generator along respective in-plane directions. In various
examples, the transducers may be positionable an equal,
known distance r from the wave generator, or one or more of
the transducers may be positionable at different, known dis-
tances. In either instance, the transducers may be positionable
along respective ones of 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions.
The transducers may be configured to detect acoustic waves
propagating through the laminate along the respective in-
plane directions. Additionally or alternatively, for example,
the apparatus may include a support arm to which the trans-
ducers are affixed spaced apart from one another. In this
example, the support arm may be positionable to thereby
position the transducers along respective ones of the 0°, 45°
and 90° in-plane directions.

The processing device may be coupled to the transducers
and configured to simultaneously calculate a plurality of elas-
tic constants of the laminate as a function of velocities of the
acoustic waves detected by the transducers. The processing
device may be configured to calculate the velocities as a
function of the known distance(s) and arrival times of the
acoustic waves at the transducers. In one example, the in-
plane directions include orthogonal first and second in-plane
directions. In this example, the processing device being con-
figured to simultaneously calculate the plurality of elastic
constants may include being configured to calculate Young’s
moduli, Poisson’s ratios and shear modulus in the orthogonal
first and second in-plane directions.

In an even more specific example in which the transducers
may be positionable along respective ones of 0°, 45° and 90°
in-plane directions, the velocities of the acoustic waves
detected by the transducers may include longitudinal wave
velocities in the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions, and a
transverse wave velocity in the 0° in-plane direction. In this
example, the processing device may be configured to simul-
taneously calculate the Young’s moduli, Poisson’s ratios and
shear modulus based on the longitudinal wave velocities in
the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions, the transverse wave
velocity in the 0° in-plane direction, and a known density of
the laminate.

In other aspects of example implementations, a processing
device and method are provided for measuring in-plane elas-
tic constants for a laminate. The features, functions and
advantages discussed herein may be achieved independently
in various example implementations or may be combined in
yet other example implementations further details of which
may be seen with reference to the following description and
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING(S)

Having thus described example implementations of the
disclosure in general terms, reference will now be made to the
accompanying drawings, which are not necessarily drawn to
scale, and wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates an apparatus according to one example
implementation;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating various operations in a
method according to various example implementations;
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FIG. 3 is flowchart illustrating various operations in an
aircraft production and service methodology according to one
example implementation; and

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an aircraft according to one
example implementation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Some implementations of the present disclosure will now
be described more fully hereinafter with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which some, but not all imple-
mentations of the disclosure are shown. Indeed, various
implementations of the disclosure may be embodied in many
different forms and should not be construed as limited to the
implementations set forth herein; rather, these example
implementations are provided so that this disclosure will be
thorough and complete, and will fully convey the scope of the
disclosure to those skilled in the art. Like reference numerals
refer to like elements throughout.

The general state of stress at a point on a composite lami-
nate plate may be represented by normal stresses in three
directions, as well as shear stresses on three planes. The
normal stresses may include o, representing normal stress
along the 0° (fiber) in-plane material principal direction (e.g.,
x-direction), 0,, representing normal stress along the
orthogonal 90° in-plane material principal direction (e.g.,
y-direction), and o5 representing normal stress in the thick-
ness direction (e.g., z-direction). In the preceding, subscripts
1 and 2 may represent the two in-plane material principal
directions, and subscript 3 may represent the thickness direc-
tion, normal to the 1-2 plane. The shear stresses, then, may
include o, representing shear stress on the 2-3 plane, o3,
representing stress on the 3-1 plane, and o,, representing
shear stress on the 1-2 plane.

Each stress 0|, 0,5, 033, 0,3, 03, and 0,, may produce a
respective strain €, |, €,,, €35, €53, €5; and €, ,. For a generally
orthotropic solid and in the material principal coordinate
system, the elastic stress-strain relationship may be written
as:

o1 Cy Cp €3 0 0 0 e (69)
on Cpp Cp Cp3 0 0 0 o
o33 Cs Cp3 C;3 0 0 0 £33
en[ |0 0 0 cu 0 0|2
31 0 0 0 0 GCss O 2e31
o1 0 0 0 0 0 Celloen

In equation (1), C represents the stiffness tensor, which
includes a number of component constants (C,;, C,,, Cs3,
Cia, Ci35 Gz, Cus Css, Cop)-

It can be shown by solving the Christoffel equations that
the phase velocities of longitudinal and the transverse waves
V;(0), VAB) (both polarized in the 1-2 plane for any angle 0)
may be given by:

2pV,2(0)=4+V 42-4C )

2p VTz(e):A—\/Az—4C )
In equations (2) and (3), p represents the plate density, and A
represents in-plane stiffness. And from the foregoing, C and A
may be represented as follows:

A=Cye+C, | c0s>(0)+C5, sin’(6) 4
C=/C,; cos?(0)+Cgg sin?(0)][ Css c0s(0)+C 55 sin?

(6)]-(C1+Ce)” cos*(@)sin’(6) ®
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4
Setting 6=0°, 45° and 90° in equations (4) and (5), one may
arrive at the following four independent equations for solving
four unknown in-plane constants C,,, C,,, C,, and Cgg:

20VE(0) = Cyy (6)
20VE(0) = Css M
20VE(90) = Cpp (3)

(©)]

Cp +Cy Ci - Cn ¥
]+ ( ] +(Cyy + Ces)

2pVEAS) = (c“ + 22 -

Assuming plane stress condition for in-plane waves
described above, which may be considered approximately
accurate for a thin composite lamina or laminate and traction
free boundary conditions in the 3-direction, four in-plane
stiffness constants may be further reduced to:

E (10)
Cu I !
— U112
E. (1n
Cxn 1 2
— U112
U21E2 (12)
Cip = 1
— U1V
Cos = G2 (13)

In the preceding equations (10)-(13),E,, E,, v;,,v,; and G|,
may be engineering elastic constants representing the in-
plane Young’s moduli (E,, E,), Poisson’s ratios (v, 5, U5, ) and
shear modulus (G ,) in the material principal directions.

From equations (6)-(13), the following explicit expression
for engineering elastic constants may be derived:

14

1+ RL(90)]2 (1 — R1(90)

2
v =\/ (ZRL(45)—RTL(0)— 1 1 ] ~ Ruu(0)

The variables in equation (14) may in turn be represented as
follows:

RL(45) = ‘;LZLZ(ZJS)) (14-2)
= 10 =
R1(90) = \;LZLZ(?OO)) (14-0)
v = g 1s)

Ey = pVEO)L — vayvy2) 1o

Ey = pVE(O0X1 — vy v12) an

Gz = pVF(0) (18)

The plate density p may be known. Equations (14)-(18)
(including equations 14-a, 14b, 14-c) therefore represent a set
of eight simultaneous equations having nine unknowns,
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namely, E,, E,, vi5, U5, G5, V(0), V,(90), V,(45) and
VA0). In accordance with example implementations of the
present disclosure, the longitudinal and transverse wave
velocities V;(0), V;(90), V;(45) and V(0) may be deter-
mined, which may in turn enable determination of the in-
planeYoung’s moduli (E,, E,), Poisson’s ratios (v, ,, U5, ) and
shear modulus (G, ,) according to equations (14)-(18).

The longitudinal wave velocities V; in the 8=0°, 45° and
90° directions, and transverse wave velocity V. in the 6=0°
direction, may be experimentally determined by causing a
wave to propagate along the plate and measuring the time of
flightt,,,,,.; required for the wave to travel a known distance
(e.g., distance r) along the plate in the respective directions, as
explained in greater detail below. Example implementations
of the present disclosure may be described primarily in the
context of thin plates in which the thickness of the plate is
much smaller than the length and width dimensions of the
plate. It should be understood, however, that qualitative
results may be obtained even for non-plate structures using
the same or a similar methodology as that described herein. It
is anticipated that quantitative results may even be obtained
for non-plate structures by using empirically derived correc-
tion factors.

FIG. 1 illustrates various components of an apparatus 100
for measuring in-plane elastic constants of a generally ortho-
tropic monolithic or composite laminate 102 such as a con-
tinuous fiber reinforced composite lamina or thin laminate.
The apparatus and method of example implementations of the
present disclosure may be utilized to determine changes in the
material properties of a variety of mechanical or structural
devices or assemblies. For example, the testing apparatus and
method may be utilized to determine changes in the material
properties of the composite laminate plate(s) that form the
skin or other portions of the structural assembly of an aircraft.
Similarly, for example, the apparatus and method may be
employed to inspect the skin or other portions of the structural
assembly of a spacecraft, a marine vessel, an automobile or
other vehicle or vessel. In yet other examples, the apparatus
and method may be employed to inspect other structures such
as buildings, bridges or the like.

In accordance with one example implementation of the
present disclosure, the apparatus 100 may include an acous-
tical wave generator 104 and a plurality of pin transducers 106
disposable against a major surface of the laminate 102 so as to
be in acoustical communication with the laminate. In various
examples, the wave generator may be permanently or remov-
ably fixed to or embedded in the laminate. In various
examples, the transducers may be held against the laminate
by a support arm 108 to which the transducers may be affixed.
In one example, the support arm may be further secured to a
fixture or other structure configured to hold the support arm
and in turn the transducers in a fixed position against the
laminate.

The acoustical wave generator 104 may be configured to
generate in-plane acoustic (e.g., ultrasound) waves in a plu-
rality of directions. The wave generator may be configured to
generate the waves in a number of different manners. In one
example, the wave generator may be a target such as alumi-
num tape that may be inducible to generate ultrasonic waves
by an energy source 110 configured to direct a pulse onto the
target. The energy source may be any of a number of suitable
sources including laser sources, piezoelectric sources, trans-
ducers (e.g., ultrasonic transducer) or the like. And in various
examples, as appropriate, a beam shaping lens or other ele-
ment may be positioned between the source and target.

The transducers 106 may be configured to detect waves
generated by the acoustical wave generator 104 in respective
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directions, and convert the acoustic waves into electrical
waveforms. The transducers may be any of a number of
suitable transducers including ultrasonic transducers, laser
interferometers or the like. The transducers may be affixed to
the support arm 108 spaced apart from one another and equi-
distant from the wave generator in respective directions. As
shown, for example, the transducers may be affixed to the
support arm spaced apart such that the transducers may be
positioned an equal distance r from the wave generator. In
another example, one or more (or even all) of the transducers
may be positionable at different distances from the wave
generator. The distance(s) may be selected in a number of
different manners, such as in the range 6-15 cm. Regardless of
whether the distance is the same or different for the transduc-
ers, the transducers may be positioned along respective ones
of'the 0°,45° and 90° in-plane directions. In one example, the
support arm may include a circular or otherwise curved por-
tion to which the transducers may be affixed.

In non-isotropic configurations, the modulus/stiftness (and
therefore the velocity) may be intentionally, directionally
dependent. The waveform longitudinal and shear compo-
nents may be separated in time be their velocity, and in mag-
nitude by their interaction with the transducer, such that they
may be independently measured by a transducer 106.

The transducers 106 and energy source 110 may be
coupled to a suitable processing device 112, such as via wire
or wireless connection. The processing device may be con-
figured to control the generation of in-plane acoustic (e.g.,
ultrasound) waves by the acoustical wave generator 104.
Similarly, the processing device may be configured to receive
electrical waveforms from the transducers. The processing
device may record the waveforms from respective transduc-
ers and determine the respective arrival times of the waves.

The distance(s) between the wave generator and transduc-
ers 106 may be known; and accordingly, the processing
device 112 may be configured to determine wave velocities
by dividing the known distance(s) by the arrival times. In this
regard, the wave velocities may be determined in the 6=0°,
45° and 90° directions along which the transducers are posi-
tioned, which may correspond to V,(0), V,(90), V,(45) and
VA0). The processing device, then, may be configured to
calculate the in-plane Young’s moduli (E,, E,), Poisson’s
ratios (v,, V5, ) and shear modulus (G, ,) according to equa-
tions (14)-(18), as explained above.

According to example implementations of the present dis-
closure, the processing device 112 may be implemented by
various means, which may include hardware, alone or under
direction of one or more computer program code instructions,
program instructions or executable computer-readable pro-
gram code instructions from a computer-readable storage
medium. In one example, one or more processing devices
may be provided that are configured to function as or other-
wise implement the processing device. In examples involving
more than one processing device, the respective devices may
be connected to or otherwise in communication with one
another in a number of different manners, such as directly or
indirectly via a wire or wirelessly.

Generally, one suitable processing device of example
implementations of the present disclosure may comprise,
include or be embodied in one or more fixed or portable
electronic devices. Examples of suitable electronic devices
include a smartphone, tablet computer, laptop computer,
desktop computer, workstation computer, server computer or
the like. The processing device may include one or more of
each of a number of components such as, for example, a
processor connected to a memory.
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The processor is generally any piece of hardware that is
capable of processing information such as, for example, data,
computer-readable program code, instructions or the like
(generally “computer programs,” e.g., software, firmware,
etc.), and/or other suitable electronic information. More par-
ticularly, for example, the processor may be configured to
execute computer programs, which may be stored onboard
the processor or otherwise stored in the memory (of the same
or another processing device). The processor may be a num-
ber of processors, a multi-processor core or some other type
of processor, depending on the particular implementation.
Further, the processor may be implemented using a number of
heterogeneous processor apparatuses in which a main proces-
sor is present with one or more secondary processors on a
single chip. As another illustrative example, the processor
may be a symmetric multi-processor apparatus containing
multiple processors of the same type. In yet another example,
the processor may be embodied as or otherwise include one or
more application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs), field-
programmable gate arrays (FPGAs) or the like. Thus,
although the processor may be capable of executing a com-
puter program to perform one or more functions, the proces-
sor of various examples may be capable of performing one or
more functions without the aid of a computer program.

The memory is generally any piece of hardware that is
capable of storing information such as, for example, data,
computer programs and/or other suitable information either
on a temporary basis and/or a permanent basis. In one
example, the memory may be configured to store various
information in one or more databases. The memory may
include volatile and/or non-volatile memory, and may be
fixed or removable. Examples of suitable memory include
random access memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), a
hard drive, a flash memory, a thumb drive, a removable com-
puter diskette, an optical disk, a magnetic tape or some com-
bination of the above. Optical disks may include compact
disk-read only memory (CD-ROM), compact disk-read/write
(CD-R/W), DVD or the like. In various instances, the
memory may be referred to as a computer-readable storage
medium which, as a non-transitory device capable of storing
information, may be distinguishable from computer-readable
transmission media such as electronic transitory signals
capable of carrying information from one location to another.
Computer-readable medium as described herein may gener-
ally refer to a computer-readable storage medium or com-
puter-readable transmission medium.

In addition to the memory, the processor may also but need
not be connected to one or more interfaces for displaying,
transmitting and/or receiving information. The interfaces
may include one or more communications interfaces and/or
one or more user interfaces. The communications interface
may be configured to transmit and/or receive information,
such as to and/or from other processing device(s), network(s)
or the like. The communications interface may be configured
to transmit and/or receive information by physical (by wire)
and/or wireless communications links. Examples of suitable
communication interfaces include a network interface con-
troller (NIC), wireless NIC (WNIC) or the like.

The user interfaces may include a display and/or one or
more user input interfaces. The display may be configured to
present or otherwise display information to a user, suitable
examples of which include a liquid crystal display (LCD),
light-emitting diode display (LED), plasma display panel
(PDP) or the like. The user input interfaces may be by wire or
wireless, and may be configured to receive information from
a user into the processing device, such as for processing,
storage and/or display. Suitable examples of user input inter-
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faces include a microphone, image or video capture device,
keyboard or keypad, joystick, touch-sensitive surface (sepa-
rate from or integrated into a touchscreen), biometric sensor
or the like. The user interfaces may further include one or
more interfaces for communicating with peripherals such as
printers, scanners or the like.

As indicated above, program code instructions may be
stored in memory, and executed by a processor, to implement
functions of the processing device described herein. As will
be appreciated, any suitable program code instructions may
be loaded onto a computer or other programmable apparatus
from a computer-readable storage medium to produce a par-
ticular machine, such that the particular machine becomes a
means for implementing the functions specified herein. These
program code instructions may also be stored in a computer-
readable storage medium that can direct a computer, a pro-
cessor or other programmable apparatus to function in a par-
ticular manner to thereby generate a particular machine or
particular article of manufacture. The instructions stored in
the computer-readable storage medium may produce an
article of manufacture, where the article of manufacture
becomes a means for implementing functions described
herein. The program code instructions may be retrieved from
a computer-readable storage medium and loaded into a com-
puter, processor or other programmable apparatus to config-
ure the computer, processor or other programmable apparatus
to execute operations to be performed on or by the computer,
processor or other programmable apparatus.

Retrieval, loading and execution of the program code
instructions may be performed sequentially such that one
instruction is retrieved, loaded and executed at a time. In some
example implementations, retrieval, loading and/or execution
may be performed in parallel such that multiple instructions
are retrieved, loaded, and/or executed together. Execution of
the program code instructions may produce a computer-
implemented process such that the instructions executed by
the computer, processor or other programmable apparatus
provide operations for implementing functions described
herein.

Execution of instructions by a processor, or storage of
instructions in a computer-readable storage medium, sup-
ports combinations of operations for performing the specified
functions. It will also be understood that one or more func-
tions, and combinations of functions, may be implemented by
special purpose hardware-based computer systems and/or
processors which perform the specified functions, or combi-
nations of special purpose hardware and program code
instructions.

FIG. 2 illustrates various operations in a method 200
according to example implementations of the present disclo-
sure. The method may include disposing a wave generator
104 and plurality of transducers 106 against a major surface
of'alaminate 102, as shown in block 202. The wave generator
and transducers may be disposed so as to be in acoustical
communication with the laminate. And in one example, the
wave generator and transducers may be disposed against a
portion of an aircraft that includes the laminate.

As shown in block 204, the method may include the wave
generator 104 simultaneously generating a plurality of acous-
tic waves that propagate through a laminate 102 along a
plurality of in-plane directions. In one example, the wave
generator may include a target, and an energy source may
direct a pulse onto the target to thereby induce the target to
generate ultrasonic waves.

As shown in block 206, the method may also include the
transducers 106 detecting acoustic waves propagating
through the laminate along the respective in-plane directions.
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The transducers 106 may be spaced apart from one another
and positioned one or more known distances from the wave
generator along respective in-plane directions. In various
examples, the transducers may be positioned an equal, known
distance r from the wave generator, or one or more of the
transducers may be positioned at different, known distances.
In either instance, the transducers may be positioned along
respective ones of 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, for example, the apparatus may
include a support arm to which the transducers are affixed
spaced apart from one another. In this example, the support
arm may be positioned to thereby position the transducers
along respective ones of the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane direc-
tions.

As shown in block 208, the method may also include the
processing device 112 simultaneously calculating a plurality
of elastic constants of the laminate as a function of velocities
of the acoustic waves detected by the transducers, with the
velocities being calculated as a function of the distance(s) and
arrival times of the acoustic waves at the transducers. In one
example, the in-plane directions include orthogonal first and
second in-plane directions. In this example, the simultaneous
calculation includes calculation of Young’s moduli, Poisson’s
ratios and shear modulus in the orthogonal first and second
in-plane directions. In an even more specific example in
which the transducers are positioned along respective ones of
0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions, the velocities of the
acoustic waves detected by the transducers may include lon-
gitudinal wave velocities V,(0), V,(90) and V,(45), and
transverse wave velocity V {0). In this example, the simulta-
neous calculation of Young’s moduli, Poisson’s ratios and
shear modulus may include solving the set of equations (14)-
(18), as provided above.

Example implementations of the disclosure may find use in
a variety of potential applications, particularly in the trans-
portation industry, including for example, acrospace, marine
and automotive applications. Thus, referring now to FIGS. 3
and 4, example implementations may be used in the context of
an aircraft manufacturing and service method 300 as shown in
FIG. 3, and an aircraft 400 as shown in FIG. 4. During pre-
production, the example method may include specification
and design 302 of the aircraft, manufacturing sequence and
processing planning 304 and material procurement 306. The
disclosed method may be specified for use during the speci-
fication and design of the aircraft, and/or manufacturing
sequence and process planning. During production, compo-
nent and subassembly manufacturing 308 and system inte-
gration 310 of the aircraft takes place.

In various examples, portions of the aircraft may include
laminates, and the disclosed apparatus and method may be
used to measure in-plane elastic constants of one or more of
these laminates during either or both of the component and
subassembly manufacturing process 308 or system integra-
tion 310. Thereafter, the aircraft 400 may go through certifi-
cation and delivery 312 in order to be placed in service 314.
While in service by a customer, the aircraft may be scheduled
for routine maintenance and service 316 (which may also
include modification, reconfiguration, refurbishment or the
like). The in-plane elastic constants of one or more laminates
on the aircraft may be measured according to the disclosed
apparatus method while in service, and in one example, dur-
ing the maintenance and service.

Each of the processes of the example method 300 may be
performed or carried out by a system integrator, third party
and/or operator (e.g., customer). For the purposes of this
description, a system integrator may include for example any
number of aircraft manufacturers and major-system subcon-
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tractors; a third party may include for example any number of
vendors, subcontractors and suppliers; and an operator may
include for example an airline, leasing company, military
entity, service organization or the like.

As shown in FIG. 4, an example aircraft 400 produced by
the example method 300 may include an airframe 402 with a
plurality of systems 404 and an interior 406. Laminates for
which elastic constants may be measured according to the
disclosed apparatus and method may be used in the airframe
and/or within the interior. Examples of high-level systems
404 include one or more of a propulsion system 408, electri-
cal system 410, hydraulic system 412, environmental system
414 or the like. Any number of other systems 404 may be
included. Although an aerospace example is shown, the prin-
ciples of the disclosure may be applied to other industries,
such as the marine and automotive industries.

Systems and methods embodied herein may be employed
during any one or more of the stages of the example produc-
tion and service method 300. For example, components or
subassemblies corresponding to production process 308 may
include one or more laminates for which elastic constants
may be measured according to the disclosed method while the
aircraft 400 is in service 314. Also, one or more example
system implementations, method implementations or a com-
bination thereof may be utilized to measure elastic constants
for one or more laminates during the production stages 308
and 310, which may in one example permit the identification
of'any changes in material properties that may be indicative of
improper manufacture or degradation of the part. This may in
turn substantially expedite assembly of or reduce the cost of
an aircraft 400. Similarly, one or more of system implemen-
tations, method implementations or a combination thereof
may be utilized while the aircraft 400 is in service 314, for
example.

Many modifications and other implementations of the dis-
closure set forth herein will come to mind to one skilled in the
art to which these disclosure pertain having the benefit of the
teachings presented in the foregoing descriptions and the
associated drawings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the
disclosure are not to be limited to the specific implementa-
tions disclosed and that modifications and other implementa-
tions are intended to be included within the scope of the
appended claims. Moreover, although the foregoing descrip-
tions and the associated drawings describe example imple-
mentations in the context of certain example combinations of
elements and/or functions, it should be appreciated that dif-
ferent combinations of elements and/or functions may be
provided by alternative implementations without departing
from the scope of the appended claims. In this regard, for
example, different combinations of elements and/or functions
than those explicitly described above are also contemplated
as may be set forth in some of the appended claims. Although
specific terms are employed herein, they are used in a generic
and descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

an acoustic wave generator configured to simultaneously
generate a plurality of acoustic waves that propagate
through a laminate along a plurality of in-plane direc-
tions;

a plurality of acoustic transducers spaced apart from one
another and positionable at one or more known distances
from the acoustic wave generator along respective in-
plane directions, the acoustic transducers being config-
ured to detect acoustic waves propagating through the
laminate along the respective in-plane directions; and
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aprocessing device coupled to the acoustic transducers and
configured to simultaneously calculate a plurality of
elastic constants of the laminate as a function of veloci-
ties of the acoustic waves detected by the acoustic trans-
ducers, the processing device being configured to calcu-
late the velocities as a function of the one or more known
distances and arrival times of the acoustic waves at the
acoustic transducers.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the acoustic wave
generator comprises a target inducible to generate ultrasonic
waves by an energy source configured to direct a pulse onto
the target.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the acoustic transduc-
ers are positionable along respective ones of 0°, 45° and 90°
in-plane directions.

4. The apparatus of claim 3 further comprising:

a support arm to which the acoustic transducers are affixed
spaced apart from one another, the support arm being
positionable to thereby position the acoustic transducers
along respective ones of the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane
directions.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the in-plane directions

include orthogonal first and second in-plane directions, and
wherein the processing device being configured to simul-
taneously calculate the plurality of elastic constants
includes being configured to calculate Young’s moduli,
Poisson’s ratios and shear modulus in the orthogonal

first and second in-plane directions.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the acoustic transduc-
ers are positionable along respective ones of 0°, 45° and 90°
in-plane directions, the velocities of the acoustic waves
detected by the acoustic transducers including longitudinal
wave velocities in the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions, and
a transverse wave velocity in the 0° in-plane direction, and

wherein the processing device is configured to simulta-
neously calculate the Young’s moduli, Poisson’s ratios
and shear modulus based on the longitudinal wave
velocities in the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions, the
transverse wave velocity in the 0° in-plane direction, and
a known density of the laminate.

7. A method comprising:

simultaneously generating, by an acoustic wave generator,
a plurality of acoustic waves that propagate through a
laminate along a plurality of in-plane directions;

detecting, by a plurality of acoustic transducers, acoustic
waves propagating through the laminate, the acoustic
transducers being spaced apart from one another and
positioned at one or more known distances from the
acoustic wave generator along respective in-plane direc-
tions, the acoustic transducers being configured to detect
acoustic waves propagating through the laminate along
the respective in-plane directions; and

simultaneously calculating a plurality of elastic constants
of'the laminate as a function of velocities of the acoustic
waves detected by the acoustic transducers, the veloci-
ties being calculated as a function of the one or more
known distances and arrival times of the acoustic waves
at the acoustic transducers.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the acoustic wave gen-
erator comprises a target, and simultaneously generating the
plurality of acoustic waves includes an energy source direct-
ing a pulse onto the target to thereby induce the target to
generate ultrasonic waves.

9. The method of claim 7 further comprising:

disposing the acoustic wave generator and acoustic trans-
ducers against a major surface of the laminate so as to be
in acoustical communication with the laminate.
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10. The method of claim 7 further comprising:

disposing the acoustic wave generator and acoustic trans-
ducers against a portion of an aircraft that includes the
laminate.

11. The method of claim 7, wherein the acoustic transduc-
ers are positioned along respective ones of 0°, 45° and 90°
in-plane directions.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the apparatus further
comprises a support arm to which the acoustic transducers are
affixed spaced apart from one another, the support arm being
positioned to thereby position the acoustic transducers along
respective ones of the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions.

13. The method of claim 7, wherein the in-plane directions
include orthogonal first and second in-plane directions, and

wherein simultaneously calculating the plurality of elastic

constants includes calculating Young’s moduli, Pois-
son’s ratios and shear modulus in the orthogonal first
and second in-plane directions.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the acoustic trans-
ducers are positioned along respective ones of 0°, 45° and 90°
in-plane directions, the velocities of the acoustic waves
detected by the acoustic transducers including longitudinal
wave velocities in the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions, and
a transverse wave velocity in the 0° in-plane direction, and

wherein the Young’s moduli, Poisson’s ratios and shear

modulus are simultaneously calculated based on the lon-
gitudinal wave velocities in the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane
directions, the transverse wave velocity in the 0° in-
plane direction, and a known density of the laminate.

15. A processing device comprising a processor and a
memory storing computer-readable program code portions
that, in response to execution by the processor, cause the
processing device to at least:

determine arrival times of acoustic waves at a plurality of

acoustic transducers of an apparatus that includes an

acoustic wave generator and the acoustic transducers,

wherein the acoustic wave generator is configured to
simultaneously generate a plurality of acoustic waves
that propagate through a laminate along a plurality of
in-plane directions, and

wherein the acoustic transducers are spaced apart from
one another and positionable at one or more known
distances from the acoustic wave generator along
respective in-plane directions, the acoustic transduc-
ers being configured to detect acoustic waves propa-
gating through the laminate along the respective in-
plane directions, the arrival times being determined
for the acoustic waves detected by the acoustic trans-
ducers; and

simultaneously calculating a plurality of elastic constants

of the laminate as a function of velocities of the acoustic
waves detected by the acoustic transducers, the veloci-
ties being calculated as a function of the one or more
known distances and arrival times of the acoustic waves
at the acoustic transducers.

16. The processing device of claim 15, wherein the acous-
tic wave generator comprises a target inducible to generate
ultrasonic waves by an energy source configured to direct a
pulse onto the target.

17. The processing device of claim 15, wherein the acous-
tic transducers are positionable along respective ones of 0°,
45° and 90° in-plane directions.

18. The processing device of claim 17, wherein the appa-
ratus further comprises a support arm to which the acoustic
transducers are affixed spaced apart from one another, the
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support arm being positionable to thereby position the acous-
tic transducers along respective ones of the 0°, 45° and 90°
in-plane directions.

19. The processing device of claim 15, wherein the in-
plane directions include orthogonal first and second in-plane
directions, and

wherein the processing device being caused to simulta-

neously calculate the plurality of elastic constants
includes being caused to calculate Young’s moduli,
Poisson’s ratios and shear modulus in the orthogonal
first and second in-plane directions.

20. The processing device of claim 19, wherein the acous-
tic transducers are positionable along respective ones of 0°,
45° and 90° in-plane directions, the velocities of the acoustic
waves detected by the acoustic transducers including longi-
tudinal wave velocities in the 0°, 45° and 90° in-plane direc-
tions, and a transverse wave velocity in the 0° in-plane direc-
tion, and

wherein the processing device is caused to simultaneously

calculate the Young’s moduli, Poisson’s ratios and shear
modulus based on the longitudinal wave velocities in the
0°, 45° and 90° in-plane directions, the transverse wave
velocity in the 0° in-plane direction, and a known den-
sity of the laminate.
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